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UNESCO UNESCO – the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
founded in Paris on 4 November 1946, is 
dedicated to fostering the conditions 
for lasting peace and the well-being of 
nations by promoting intercultural dialogue, 
environmental stewardship, and best 
practices in sustainable development.

The UNESCO 
Headquarters, 
commonly 
referred to as 
the UNESCO 
House (Maison 
de l’UNESCO
in French), is
a distinguished 
complex of 
buildings in 
Paris, located 
on Place de 
Fontenoy, 
serving as the 
main seat
of UNESCO’s 
operations.

Today, UNESCO focuses on shaping holistic policies to address 
social, environmental, and economic challenges through the lens 
of sustainable development, fostering intercultural dialogue, uni-
versal access to information and communication technologies, 
and the dissemination of scientific knowledge to mitigate the 
impacts of climate change.
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UNESCO Global 
Geoparks (UGGp)

UNESCO Global Geoparks (UGGps) are defined geographical 
areas characterized by sites and landscapes of international ge-
ological significance, managed through an integrated approach 
that combines conservation, education, and sustainable devel-
opment. These territories represent a bottom-up, participatory 
management model, actively involving local communities in the 
safeguarding of geological heritage. Currently, the UNESCO pro-
gram includes 229 Geoparks across 50 countries.
	 The primary goal of UGGps is to enhance the value of 
geological heritage in connection with the natural, cultural, and 
intangible elements of the territory, with the aim of raising aware-
ness of geological processes and the evolution of the Earth; to 

raise awareness of issues such as climate change and the sus-
tainable management of resources; to strengthen the identity 
and sense of belonging of local communities; and to promote 
geotourism and sustainable entrepreneurship.
	 The establishment of a Geopark takes place through a 
participatory process that involves all local stakeholders. In this 
way, the Geopark becomes an educational and cultural tool, ca-
pable of reconnecting people with the history of the Earth and 
with the impact that geological processes have had on human 
life over more than 4.6 billion years. Recognition as a UNESCO 
Global Geopark lasts four years and is subject to periodic re-
view to ensure compliance with the required standards.

In August 2024, 
213 UNESCO 
Global Geoparks 
were distributed 
across
48 countries.
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Burren and
Cliffs of Moher
Geopark, Ireland

Natural 
Monument 
Grutas
del Palacio
Geopark, 
Uruguay

Mixteca
Alta Geopark, 
Mexico

Dong Van 
Karst Plateau 
Geopark, 
Vietnam
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Capodarso, erosion
on clay and marl.

The Rocca di Cerere UNESCO Global 
Geopark extends across the heart of Sicily, 
along the Erei Mountains, encompassing 
the municipal territories of Enna, Aidone, 
Assoro, Calascibetta, Nissoria, Leonforte, 
Piazza Armerina, Valguarnera, and Villarosa.

From a geological perspective, the territory lies in the central 
portion of the Sicilian Foredeep, between the Apennine-Magh-
rebian chain and the Hyblean Foreland, and features a remark-
able variety of geological formations. Spanning a time frame 
from the Triassic to the present day, its most distinctive ele-
ment is the presence of Messinian evaporites, a testament to 
the major salinity crisis that occurred between 7 and 5.6 million 
years ago, which underpins the long mining and productive his-
tory of this part of Sicily.
	 The area is bordered by mountain ridges that enclose a 
diverse landscape, crossed by valleys, streams, rivers, and lake 
basins, including Lake Pergusa, the only natural endorheic lake 
in Sicily.
	 There are numerous protected areas, including the 
Special Nature Reserve of Lake Pergusa, the Oriented Nature 
Reserves of Monte Altesina, Rossomanno-Grottascura-Bellia, 
Monte Capodarso and the Valley of the Southern Imera, as well 
as the Floristella Mining Park.

Rocca di Cerere
UNESCO
Global Geopark 
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SulphurWheat

Another defining element of the Rocca 
di Cerere UNESCO Global Geopark is 
sulphur, a resource that has been ex-
tracted since the Bronze Age and that, 
for centuries, played a key role in the 
economy of central Sicily. This miner-
al, with its distinctive bright yellow color 
in crystalline form, naturally occurs as 
sulphide or sulphate. Used since an-
cient times for therapeutic purposes 
and as a pigment, the surge in demand 
during the 17th and 18th centuries led 
to the opening of numerous extraction 
sites, transitioning from open-pit quar-
ries to underground mines.
	 A tangible testament to this 
significant mining history is the Flo-
ristella-Grottacalda Mining Park, the 
largest industrial archaeology site in 
southern Italy, now an open-air muse-
um dedicated to sulphur mining. The 
park, which covers around 400 hec-
tares, includes the historic mines of 
Floristella and Grottacalda, where gal-
leries, shafts, and furnaces for smelt-
ing and separating sulphur from other 
materials can still be seen.

The territory of the Rocca di Cerere 
UNESCO Global Geopark is charac-
terized by vast wheat fields and rota-
tional crops closely linked to cereal 
cultivation. Since ancient times, this 
area has held a strategic role as a hub 
of production and trade in the heart of 
the Mediterranean.
	 Among the crops, ancient va-
rieties of both durum and soft wheat 
prevail, such as Russello, Francese, 
and Trentina, which represent an agri-
cultural heritage of remarkable cultur-
al and environmental value. Even today, 
various stages of cultivation make use 
of traditional techniques handed down 
over generations, such as ammannato 
and epurazione: ancestral agronom-
ic practices that continue to improve 
crops through natural processes, fos-
tering over time the adaptation of lo-
cal varieties to environmental condi-
tions and climate change.

The name “Rocca di Cerere” recalls 
the deep and ancient bond between 
this corner of Sicily and the chthonic 
deities, guardians of the Earth and the 
underworld. Inhabited since the Pale-
olithic, this land is steeped in myth and 
sacred tradition.
	 For millennia, the island’s peo-
ple have celebrated rites of fertility and 
renewal, embodied by Ceres (Demeter), 
goddess of agriculture and guardian of 
the land’s abundance, and her daughter 
Persephone (Kore), abducted by Pluto 
(Hades) and taken to the realm below. 
According to legend, the mother’s re-
lentless search for Persephone gave 
birth to the cycle of the seasons, turn-
ing Enna into a revered spiritual center 
for the agricultural cults of the ancient 
world. Even today, the landscapes and 
traditions of this area echo the timeless 
connection between humankind, the 
Earth, and the divine.

Myth
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Since February 2020, the Rocca
di Cerere UNESCO Global Geopark
has been recognized as an
Ecomuseum by the Sicilian Region.

Si.M.Geo 
project

An Ecomuseum represents an innovative and contemporary 
concept of the museum experience; it is a “widespred” museum, 
deeply integrated with the territory it inhabits and represents.
In the specific case of this project, the Ecomuseum is conceived 
as a relational platform, acting as an integrated system designed 
to highlight and narrate the many connections between culture, 
society, and the environment that link the municipalities of En-
na, Aidone, Assoro, Calascibetta, Nissoria, Leonforte, Piazza 
Armerina, Valguarnera, and Villarosa. This takes place through 
a narrative approach that emphasizes not only the uniqueness 
of each element but also their place within a systemic context 
that defines the landscape and the way it is inhabited.
	 The Ecomuseum represents a dynamic cultural infra-
structure that not only preserves the past but actively contrib-
utes to shaping the present and future of a territory through 
the ongoing, multifaceted narration of its complex and diverse 
realities.

The “Si.M.Geo – Ecomuseum System
of the Rocca di Cerere UNESCO
Global Geopark and the Gal Rocca
di Cerere Geopark area” project aims
to develop the territory’s educational 
offering through the full involvement of
the local community, promoting the 
integrated enhancement of the area and 
its resources.



16 Si.M.Geo 17The Geotouristic Ecomuseum System of the Rocca di Cerere UNESCO Global Geopark

The Si.M.Geo project 
was developed with the 
scientific contribution of 
the University of Enna 
‘Kore’. We would like to 
thank Professor Gianluca 
Burgio for his contribution 
to the textual content.

Community 
Ecosystem Map

The Si.M.Geo museum network unfolds through four interpre-
tative keys – extraction, cultivation, construction, and cosmog-
onies – each offering a unique lens through which to explore the 
territory, revealing the intricate web of interconnections between 
nature, local communities, and cultural heritage.
	 Each thematic pathway opens up a layered and immer-
sive narrative, where places, traditions, and artifacts are not seen 
in isolation but as part of a living ecological, social, and symbolic 
network. Here, the Rocca di Cerere UNESCO Global Geopark re-
veals its identity, shaped by the “modes of existence” that have 
defined this land across centuries.

Pietratagliata, 
Gresti’s castle

Floristella, ancient 
restored masonry
mine shaft.



18 Si.M.Geo 19The Geotouristic Ecomuseum System of the Rocca di Cerere UNESCO Global Geopark

Extraction Construction

CosmogoniesCultivation

Extraction is a deeply rooted practice in the 
Rocca di Cerere Geopark area, whose extraor-
dinary geology has, for millennia, preserved a 
mineral, sedimentary and rock heritage of ex-
ceptional value, profoundly influencing local life.
	 It is a theme that invites reflection on 
the relationship between humans and the Earth, 
exploring how the extraction of natural resourc-
es has not only shaped the landscape, but al-
so the economies, cultural identities and social 
structures of Central Sicily.
	 Exploring this theme means critical con-
sideration of mineral and geological resourc-
es, as well as understanding how these have 
shaped social organisation, technical exper-
tise, local knowledge and identitary narratives.

Construction is a lens through which we can 
understand the anthropised landscape of the 
ecomuseum. Construction refers not only to 
the physical building of facilities or infrastruc-
ture, but also to the area’s symbolic and cultur-
al construction, shaped by building practices 
that have been handed down over the years 
and continuously reinterpreted.
	 In the context of the Rocca di Cerere 
Geopark, construction involves knowing how 
to live with and adapt to specific environmen-
tal conditions, and interpreting local materials 
– such as stone, clay, wood and water – for ar-
chitectural and functional purposes. This theme 
allows us to explore how artefacts, villages, rural 
facilities and hydraulic works serve as living tes-
timonies to human interaction with the environ-
ment, and as tangible expressions of the ability 
of local communities to adapt and innovate.

This is a key point for understanding the sym-
biotic relationship between the natural envi-
ronment and the local community in the Roc-
ca di Cerere Geopark area. The agricultural 
landscape, shaped by traditional methods and 
modern innovations, is the result of millennia of 
interaction between people and land. This inter-
action has given rise to agricultural biodiversity, 
distinctive flavours, agronomic techniques and 
water management systems. The annual cycle 
of sowing and harvesting is both a productive 
activity and a cultural ritual that defines com-
munity life.  Cultivation is also a way of caring 
for the area, preserving plant genetic heritage 
and promoting traditional knowledge.
	 This theme explores how cultivation 
represents a cornerstone of social cohesion, 
local identity and environmental sustainability.

An introduction to the cultural and symbolic as-
pects that are essential for an understanding of 
the Rocca di Cerere Geopark ecomuseum area.
	 Exploring the myths, founding narra-
tives, beliefs and ritual practices of the local 
communities, this theme reveals their vision 
of the world and their relationship with nature 
and the universe. In the heart of Sicily, an area 
traversed by thousands of years of history and 
overlapping cultures, cosmogonies recount 
how communities have interpreted their place 
in the world throughout time.
	 This theme enables us to understand 
the area not only through its physical landscape, 
but also through the intangible narratives, sym-
bols and stories passed down through genera-
tions, which help shape the local communities’ 
sense of belonging and cultural awareness.






